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_ Prince rpen and M:rnanDa. 


Containing, 


I. Her intriguing with ſeveral Perſons of Quality, and falling 
in Love with a young Friar, (who had taken holy Orders 
on account of a Love affair; who not complying with her 
defires, ſhe accuſcs him with raviſhing her while at Con- 
feſſion, for which he is condemned.; ſoon after ſhe becomes 
enamourcd of Prince Tarquin, who likewiſe becomes ena- 
moured of, and ſyon after mariics her. 
IT. Being preffed by her Siſter to pay her Fortune, as being 
addrefſ-d by ſeveral of the Nobility in W<dlock, and her 
prevailing with her Page, whom ſh2 indulged in the greateſt 
Fam larities in her own Cloſet) to —_— away with her 
Siſter; his attempting it by Poiſon, and execution for the 
ſame, with her diſgrace thereypon, &c. 
[1{, The Hiftory of Prince HENRICK, or the unna- 
rural Brother : Moving how Prince Henrick being ſmittea 
with the Chartms of a young Lady, kept Company with -hec 
fome time; and one Day took his elder Brotber with him 
to ſee this beautiful ObjeR; who ſoon bec-me enamoured 


of her, and iſiſted on his Brother's reſigning her to him, . * 
on Pain o: Death. Prevails on his Father, the old King, 10 - | 


ſend Henrick Abroad on Buſineſs,. and- in the mean time 
makes his Addreffes to the young Lady, and. tells her his | 
Brother had not the leaſt Regard for her, and was gone on 
his Travels ; her Grief at not hearing from him : (his Lette;s 

being intercepted) rhe elder Brother prevails on. the Kigg 
to conſent to the Marriage; on which Account ſhe is 
_ "brought to Court, without - being made acquainted with _ 
the D.fign, and oblig'd by her Parents to marry him; with.” 


the Effect | it had on Ke Henrick At his return, 
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3 S love 1s the moſt noble and divine paſſion of 


$ the ſoul, ſoitis to that which we may very 
: A [8 juſtly attribute all the real fatisfations of 
by © ? life; and without it man is unfiniſhed and 
: 5 unhappy. WR 


2£-ZooKono 2g There are a thouſand things to be ſaid of 
the advantages this generous paſſion brings to thoſe whoſe 


hearts are capable of receiving its ſoft impreſſions ; for *tis not 
every one that can be ſcnſible of its tender touches. How 


many examples, from hiſtory and obſervaiion, could I give 
of 1ts wond*rous power ; nay, even to a degree of tranſmigra- 


tion ! How many idiots has it made wiſe! How many tools 


eloquent ! How many home- bred ſquires accompliſh'd ! How 
many cowards brave. 


How far diſtant paſſions may be from one another, I ſhall 


be able 10 make appear in theſe following rules. I'll prove to 


you the ſtrong effes of love in ſome unguarded and ungo- 
veraed hearts; where it reigns beyond the 1aſpirations of a gcd 
all ſoft and gentle, and rages more like a fury from hell. 

I do not pretend here to entertain you with a feign'd ſtory, 
or any thing piec'd together with romantick accidents; but 
every circumſtance to a tittle, is truth. Great part I was 
confirm'd cf by 2Rors in the intiigue, holy men of the order 
of St, Francis : but for the fake of ſome of her relations, 1 
ſhall give my Fair Jilt-a feign'd name, that of Miranda ; but 
my hero muſt retain his own, it being too illuſtrious to be 


conceai'd. 


You are to underſtand, that in all the catholick countriee, 
where holy orders are eſtabliſh'd, there are abundance of dif- 
fer:ng kinds of Religious, both of men and women : Amongſt 
the women, there are thoſe we call Nuns, that make ſolemn 


. vows of perpetual chaſtity; theie are others who make but a 


ſimple vow, as for five or ten y«ars, or more or leſs; and that” 


time expir'd, they may contra&- anew for longer time, or 


marry, 
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marry, or diſpoſe of themſelves as they ſhall ſee good ; and 
theſe are ordinarily call'd galloping nuns: of theſe there are 
ſeveral orders; as Canonefles, Begines, Queſts, Swait- Siſters, 
and ]e'vitefſes, with ſeveral others. Ot thoſe of the Begines 
was ou: Fair Votreſs. 
Theſe orders are taken up by the beſt perſons of the town, 


: Young maids of fortune, who live together, not inclos'd, but 


In palaces that will hold about fifteen hundred or two thouſand 
of theſe Filles Devotes; where they have a regulated govern- 
ment, under a ſort of abbeſs, or priorefs, or rather a gover- 
nante. They are obliged to a method of devotion, and are 
under a ſrt of obedience. They wear a habit much like our 
widows -of quali:y in England. oply without a bando; and. 
their veil is of a thicker crape than what we have here, thro" 
which one cannot ſee the face ; for when they go abroad, they 
cover themſelves all over with it ; but they put. them up in 
the churches, and lay *em by .in the houſes. Every one of 
theſe have a confeſſor, who is to them a ſort of ſteward : for, 
you muſt know, they that go into theſe places, have the ma- 
nagement of their own fortunes, and what their parents de- 


Tiga *em. Without the advice of this confeſſor, they a& no- 


thing, nor admit of a lover that he ſhall not approve; at 
leaſt, this method ought to be taken, and is by almoſt all of 
**m.; tho* Miranda thought her wit and ſpirit above it, 

But as iheſe women are, as I ſaid, of the beſt quality, and 
live with the reputation of being retii*d fr.m the world a little. 
more than ordinary, and becauſe there is a fort of difliculty 
to approach 'em, they are the people moſt courted, and liable 


to the greateſt temptations ; for as difficult as it ſeems to be, 


they receive viſits from all the men of the beſt quality, eſpe- 


LT 
2 
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cially ſtrangers. ** All the men of wit and conve.ſation meet 
at the apariments of theſe fair Filles Devotes, where all man- 


Aer of pallantries are perform'd, whi'e all the ſtudy bf theſe 


maids is to accompliſh themſeives for theſe noble converſa- 
tions. "They 1eceive preſents, balls, ſerenades, and billets : 
all gamirg, and a!] fine diverſion, 1s in their apartments, they 
themſelves being of the beſt quality and fortune. .So that ro 
manaye 'heſe gallantries, there is no fort of female arts they 
are not prafis'd tn, no 1atrigue they are ignorant of, and no 
management of which they are not capable. - 

Ot this happy number was the fair Miranda, whoſe parents 
being dead, and a vaſt eftate divided between herſelf and a 
young fiſter, (who 1iv'd with an unmarry'd old uncle, whoſe 
ellate afterwards was all divided between *em) ſhe pur herſclf 
zato this uainclos'd religious houſe ; but her beauty, which 

bad 
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(4) 
had all the charms that ever nature gave, became the envy 
of the whol2 ſiſterhood. She was ta'l, and admirably ſhaped ; 
ſhe had a bright hair, and hezle eyes, all full of love and 
jweetrn:ſs; no art could make a face ſo fair as hers by nature, 
which every fea ure adorn'd with a grace that imagination 


c3nnot rezch: every Jook, every motion charn'd, and her 


black Crefs ſhew'd the luſtre of Her face and neck She had 
an alr, tho* gay as ſo much youth could inſpire, yet ſo modeſt, 
fo nobly r-ſerv'd, without tormatity, or ſt; fnels, thar cre 
who look'd on her would have im: gln'd her foul the twin- 
angel of her body ; and both together mace her appear ſome- 


thing diviie. To this ſhe had a great deal of vi:, red much, 


ard retain'd all that ſerv'd her purpoſe, She ſung deiicately, 
danc'd well, and.play'd on the lute to a nitiacle. She ſpoke 
ſeveral languages naturally ; for being co-heireſs to ſo great a 
fortune, ſhe was bred with the niceſt care, in all the fineſt 


manners of Ed; .Cation 3 and was nuw arriv'd to her eightesnth 
vear.. 


*T were needleſs to tell you how great 3 noiſe the fame of 
this young beauty, with ſo conſiderable a fortune, inade in 
the world : I may ſay the world, rather than confine her fame 
to the ſcanty limits of a town; it reach'd to mr: ;any others © 


and there was not a man of any quality that came to Antwerp, 


or paſs'd thro? the city, but mzde 1t his buſineſs to ſee the 
lovely Miranda, who was uviverfaily ador'd : ter youth and 
beauty, her ſhape, her majeſiy of mien, and air of greatneſs, 


charm'd all her  b:hoiders; and thouſands. of people were 


dying by her exes, whi'e ſhe was vain enough to glory in her 
conquelts, and make it her buſineſs to wound. She lov'd 
motbing ſo much as to behold fGghi: g ſlaves at her feet, of the 
grea eti quality ; ; and treated them, all wj:h 2F.bility that 
gave thei hope, Continual muſick, as ſoon as it was dark, 


: nd ſongs of dving lovers, were ſung under her windows ; and 


the nm: ight weil * fag made herſelt a preat fortune (if the had 
rot been ſo alrezdy) by the rich preſents that were h-urly 
made her ; and every body daily expe&:d when ſhe would 


1: al 8 ſome one happy, by ſuff: ring herſelf to be corgu=1% by 
love +nd hononr, by the afficultics znd vows of ſomie one «| 


her adorers. Bu! Miranda acct: pied their preſents, herd their 


cus with pl-ature, end villingls almitted all their toft ad- 
cefles; but would not yieid tcr heart, or give away that 
lovely pe {>9 to the p' flefſhon 07 vne, who could plezfe itfelf 
with ſo ma'y. the EN naturel y amorous, but exir:tmely 
incenfiant: the lov'd one for his wir, another for his face, 
210 a thirg for his mien ; bnt aboye a!l, ſhe admii'd quality : 
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«uality alone had the power to attach her entirely ; yet not fo 


one man, but that virtue was ſtill .dmir'd by her in all: 


where-ever ſhe found that, ſhe lov'd, or at leaſt afied the 
love: with ſuch art, that (deceiving well} ſhe: fa1”d not to 
compleat her conqueſt ; and yet ſhe never durſt truſt her fickle 
humour with marriage. She knew the ſtrength of her own 
hear!r, and that it could not ſuff-r itſelf to be confin'd t5 or e 
man, ai:d wiſely avoided thoſe inquietudes, ſhe was ſure to 
find in that marii-d ſtate, which would, againſt her nature, 
oblige her to the embraces of one, whoſe humour was, to , 
love 3!l the yourg and the gay. But Jove, who had hi herto 
only play'd with her heart, and given it nought but pleaſing 
wanton wounds, {uch as affo:ded only ſoft j ys, and not pains, 
reſolv's, either out of revenge to thoſe n1 mbers ſhe had aban- 
doned, and who had figt*d ſo long inivain, or to t:y what 
power he had upon ſ» fickle a heart, to fend an arrow dipp'd 


io the moſt tor menting flames that rage in hea-ts m-ft ſ:nfib'e. 


He ſtruck ir home and deep, with all the malice of an angry 
0d, 
, There was a church belonging to the Cordeliers, whither 
Mt -anda often repaird to her devotion ;_ ard being the:e one. 
day, accompany's wiih a young filter of the order, after the 
maſs was ended, as *tis the cuſtom, ſome one of the fathers 
goes about the church with a box for contribution, or charity. 
money: It happer'd that day, that a young father, newly 
Initiated, carried the box about," which, in his turn, he 
brought to .Miraiida. She had no ſooner tafſt her eyes on this 


| young friar, bu? her face was oveiſpread with bluſhes of ſur- 


prize : ſhe b:held' him ſtedfaſtly;, and ſaw in his face all the- 
charrgs' of youth, wit, and beauty ; he wanted no one grace 
that c-uld fm him for love, he appear'd al} that is adorable 
to the fair iex, nor could the miſ. ſhapen habit bide from her 
the lovely ſh:pe it end-avou;'d to cover, nor to thoſe delicate 
hands ihat approach'd her too near with the box. Beſides the 
beauty of his face and ſhape, he had an air altogether great, 
in ſpite of his profets'd poverty, it betray'd the man ©f quality; 
and t2ar thought weigh'd greatly with Miranda. But love, 
who d d not defign fhe ſhould now feel any fort of thoſe eaſy 
flames, with « hich ſhe had heretofore burnt, made her ſoon 
lay all thafe confiderations aſtde. which us'd t> invite her to 

love, and now Jov'd ſhe knew not why. 
She paz'd upon him, while he bow'd before her, and wait- 
£d for her charity, till ſhe perceiv'd the lovely friar to bluſh, 
and caſt his eyes to the ground. This awakei'd her ſhame, 
and ſhe put her hand into her pocket, and was a good while 
| os in 
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(6) 
in ſearching for her purſe, as if ſhe thought of nothing Teſs 
than what the was about ; at laſt ſhe drew it out, and gave 


him a piſtole; but with ſo much deliberation and leiſure, as 
eaſily betray'd the ſatisfaftion ſh2 took in }ooking on him ; 


while the good man, having receiv*d her bounty, after a very . 


low obexrance, proceeded to the reſi; and Miranda catting 
after him a look all languithing, as lung as he remai!'d in 
the church, departed with a fiph as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him go 
cut, and returned to her apartment withou: ſpeaking one 
word to the young Fille Devote, who attended her; fo abſo- 
Ivrely was her foul employ'd w.th this young holy man. - Cor- 
nlia {ſo was this maid call'd who was with her) perceiving 
ſhe was ſo ſilent, who us'd to be all wit and good humour, 
and cbſ-rving her little diſorder at the ſight of the young fa- 
ther, tho? ſhe was far from imagining it to be love, took an 
eccafion, when ſhe was come home, to ſpeak of him. * Ma- 
* dam, ſaid ſhe, did you not obſerve that fine young Corde- 
* lier,, who brovght the box ?? At a queſtion tha! nam'd that 
c bj: & of. her thoughts, Miranda bluſh'd ; and ſhe fizding ſhe 
did fo, redoubled her confuſion, and-fhe had ſcarce courage 
enough to ſay, Yes, I did obſerve bim, and then fercing 
Herſelf to ſmile a little, continu'd, * And I wonder*d to ſee 
* ſo j*lly a young friar of an order fo ſevere and mortify'd. 
« Madam, rtply'd Cornelia, when you know his ſtory, 
' you wil not wonder.” Miranda, who was impatient to 
know a!l that concern'd ner vew conqueror, oblig*d her to 
tell his ſtory; and Cornelia obey'd, and proceeded. 
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RICK. 


The His ToRyY of Prince Hex N 


O U muſt know, madam, that this young holy man is 
a prince of Germany, of the houſe of ——, whoſe fate 
it. vas, to fall moſt paſſionately in love with a fair young lady, 
who }:v*'d him with an ardour equal to what he vow'd her, 
Ste of her heart, and wanting only the approbation of her 
peren's, and his own, which her quality did not ſuffer him to 
deipair of, he boaſted of his happineſs to-a-young prince, his 
elucr brother, a youth am-rous ard fierce, impatient of j"ys, 
and fenhvle of beauty, taking fie with all fair eyes: he was 


13s father's darling, a:-d delight of his fond mother ; and, by 


8n aſcendant over buik their hearts, ruld their wills. 


T his 
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This young prince no ſo@ner ſaw, but lov'd the fair miftrefs 
of his brother ; and with an authority of a ſcvereign, rather 
than the advice of a friend, warn'd his brother Hencick, (this 
now young friar) to approach no more this lady, whom he had 
ſeen ; and ſecing lov'd. 

In vain the poor ſurprized prince pleads his right of 1-ve, 
his exchange of vows, and aſſurance of a heart that could never 
be but for biaſelf, In vain he urges bis nearneſs of biood, 
his f. iendſhip, his paſſion, or his life, which ſo enticely dep2n - 
ed cn the poſleflion of the charming maid, All his pleaving 
ſerv'd but to blow his brother's flame z and the more he im- 
plores, the more the other barns; and while Henrick follows 
him on his knees with humble ſubmiſh-ns, the other flies from 
him in rages of tranſported love; nor could his tears that 
purſued his brother's ſteps, move him to pity : hot headed, 
vain-concelied of his beauty, and greater quality as elder 
brother, he doubts not of ſucceſs, and refoly'd to ſ:c.ifice all 
to the violence of his new- born paſſton. 

In ſhort, he ſpeaks of his deſign to his mother, who pro- 
miſed him her aſſiſtance ; and accordingly propoſing it firſt to 
the prince her husband, urging the languiſhmeant of her ſon, 
ſhe ſoon wrought ſo on him, that a match being c:-ncluded 
between the parents of this young beauty, and Hentick's bro- 
ther, the hour was appointed before ſhe knew of the ſacrifice 
ſhe was to be made. And while this was in agitation, Hen- 
rick was ſent on ſome great affairs, up into Germany, far 
out of the way; not but his boding hearr, with perpetual 
ſighs and throbs eternally fozetold him his fate. 
_ All the letters ke wrote were intercepted, as well as thoſe 
ſhe wrote to him. She finds herſelf every day perplex'd with 
the addrefies of the prince ſhe hated ; he was ever ſighing at 
her feet. In vain were all her reproaches, and all her coldnels, 
he was on the ſurer ſide; for what he found love would not 
do, force of parents would. Es 

She complains in her heart, of young Henrick, from whom 
ſhe could never receive one letter; and at laſt could not for- 
bear burſting into tears, in ſpite of all her force, and feigned 
courage, when, on a day, the prince told her, that Henrick 
was withdrawn to give him time to court her; to whom he 
ſaid, he confeſſed he had made ſome vows, but did repeat of 
them, knowing himſelf too young to make them good : that 
it was for that r-aſon he brought him firſt to ſee her; and for 
that reaſon that after that, te never ſaw her more, nur fo 
much as took leave of her; when ir:deed, his death lay upon 
the next vifit, bis brother having ſwora to murder him ; and 
10 
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to that end, put a guard upon him, till he was ſent into 
Germany. | | 
All this he utter: d with ſo many paſhonate aſfeverations, 
vows, and ſeeming pity for her being ſo inhumanly abandon'd, 
that ſhe almuſt gave credit to all he had ſaid, and had much 
ado to keep .heifelf within the bounds of moderation. and 
ſilent grief. Her heart was breaking, her eyes languiſhed, 
and her cheeks grew pale, and ſhe had like to have fallen 
dead into the treacherous arms of him that had requc'd 


her to this diſcovery; but ſhe did what ſhe could to aſſume 


her courage, and to ſhew as little reſentment as poſſible for a 


heart, like hers, opprefſed with Ive, and now abandon'd by 


the dear {.bjeR of its joys and pains. | 


But not to tire you with this adventure, the day arriv'd 
whereon our ſtill weeping fair unfortunate was'to be ſacrific'd 
to the capriciouſn: ſs of love ; and ſhe was carried to court by 
her parents, - without knowing to what end, where ſhe was 
even compeil'd to marry the prince. | 

Henrick, who all this while kiew no more of his unhap- 
pineſs. than. what his fears ſuggeſted, + returns, and- paſſes 
even tO the preſence of his fathe:, before he knew any thing 
of his fortune; where he beheld his miſtreſs and his brothec 
with his father, 1n fo much familiari'y, as he no longer doubt- 
ed his deſtiny. 'Tis hard to judge, whether the lidy or him- 
ſelf, was moſt ſurprized ; ſhe was all pale and immoveable in 
her chair, and Heorick fix'd like'a ſtatue; at laſt grief and 
rage 100k place of amazement, and he,could not forbear cry- 
ing out, * Ah, Traitor! Ts it thus you have treated a friend 
and brother ? Ard you, O p-rjur*'d Charmer ! Is it thus you 
hve rewarded all my vows?” He coui'd fay no more; but 
recling againſt the door, had fallen ia a fyoon upon the floor, 
had not his page-caught him in his arms, whg was entering 
with him. The good old prince, rhe father, who knew not 
what all this meant, wa- ſoon inforcm?d by the young weeping 
princefs ; who, in relating the {tory of her amour with Hen- 
rick, told her tale in ſo moving a manner, as brought tears 


. to the old king's eyes, and rage to thoſe of her huſband : he 4 


immediately grew jealous to the latt degree ; he finds himſelf 
in poffeffion, ?:1s tive, of the beauty he adoi'd, but the beawy 
adoring another ; a prince young and charming as the light, 
fo't, witty, and raging with an equel paſhon, He finds this 
dre«ved rival in the ſame houſe with him, ' with an authority 
equa! to his own; and fancies, whe:e two hearts are fo en- 
tirely agreed, and have ſo gocd an underſtanding, it would 
y0i bc impoſſible to find opportunities to ſatisfy. and eaſe that 
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mutual flame, that burnt ſo equally in both ; he therefore 
| reſolved to ſend him out of the world, and to: eſtabliſh his 
own repoſe by a deed, wicked, cruel, and unnatural, to have 
him aſſaſſinated the firſt opportunity he could find. This-re- 
| folution ſet him a little at eaſe, and he ſtrove to difſemble 
| kindneſs to Henrick, with all the art he was capable of, ſuf- 
| fering him to come often to the apartment of the princeſs, 
and to entertain her oftentimes with diſcourſe, when he was 
' Not near enough to hear what he ſpoke ; but ſtill watching 
their eyes, he found thoſe of Henrick full of tears, ready to 
flow, but reſtrain'd, looking all dying, and yet reproaching, 
| while thoſe of the princeſs were ever bent to the earth, -and 
ſhe, as much as pdflib'e, ſhunning his converſation. Yet this 
| did not ſatisfy the jealous huſband ; 'twas not her..complai- 
ſance that could appeaſe him; he found her heart was pant= 
ing within, whenever Henrick approach'd her, and every 
viſit more and niore.confirm'd his death. | 
Se The father oftenfWgynd the diſorders of the ſons; the ſoft- 
neſs and addreſs of The one pave him as much-fear, as the 
angry b:ufhings, the fizrce looks, and broken replies of the 
| other, whenever . he beheld Henrick approaeh his wife ;. ſo 
| - that the father, fearing ſome il] conſequence of this, beſought 
Henrick to withdraw to ſome other coun{g$y,. or "travel into 
Italy, he being now of an age that + pra a view of the 
world. He told his father, that he would obey his commands, 
though he was certain, that moment he was to be ſeparated 
'- from the ſight of.the fair princeſs, his ſiſter, would be the laſt 
of his life; and, in fine, made ſo pitiful a ſtory of his ſuffer- 
1 ing love, as almoſt moved the old king to compaſſionate him 
ſo far, as to permit him to ſtay ; but he ſaw inevitable dan- 
| oer in that, and therefore bid him prepare for his journey. 
That which paſſed between the father and Henrick, being 
a ſ:cret, none talked of his departing from court ; fo that the 
deſign of the brother went on; and making a hunting-match 
one day, where molt young people of quality were, he order'd 
ſome whom he had hired, to follow his brother, ſo as if -he 
chanced to go out of the way, to diſpatch him; and accord= 
ingly, fortune gave them an opportunity ; for he lagg'd be- 
hind the company, and turned aſide into a pleaſant thicket of 
| hazles, where alighting, he walk'd on foot in the moſt plea« 
| fant part of it, full of thought how to divide his ſoul between 
love and obedience. He was ſenſible that he ought not to 
ftay; he was but an affligion to the young princeſs, whoſe-. 
honour could never permit her to caſe any part of his flame 
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nor was he ſo vicious to entertain a thought that ſhould ſtain 
her virtue. He beheld her now as his brother's wife, and that 
ſecured his flame from all looſe deſires, if her native modeſty 


| had not been ſufficient of itſelf to have done it, as well as that 
' profound reſpe& he paid her ; and ne conſidered, in obeying 


his father, he left her at eaſe, and his brother freed of a thou- 
fand fears; he went to ſeek a cure, which if he could not find, 
at laſt he cou'd but die; and fo he muſt, even at her feet : 
However, that it was more noble to ſeek a remedy for his 
diſeaſe, than expe@ a certain death by ſtaying. After a thou- 


fand refleions cn bis haid fate, and bemoaning himſelf, and 


blaming his cruel ſtars, that had doom'd him to die ſo young, 
after an infinity of ſighs and tears, reſolvings and unreſolvings, 


he on the ſudden was interrupted by the trampling of ſome. 


horſes he heard, and their ruſhing through the boughs, and 
faw four men make towards him : He had not time to mount, 
being walk'd ſome paces from his horſe. One of the men 
advanced, and cry'd, Prince, you muſt. die-—I do believe 
thee, reply'd Henrick) but not by a hand fo baſe as thine : 
And at the ſame time drawing his ſword, run him into the 
groin, When the fellow found himſelf wounded, he wheeld 
off and cry'd, Thou art a prophet, and haſt rewarded my 
treachery with'de th. The reſt came up, and one ſhot at 
the. prince, WY Thot him in the ſhoulder ; the other two 
haſtily laying hold (hut too late) on the hand of the murderer, 
cry'd, Hold, traitor: we reclent, and he ſhall not die, He 
reply'd, *Tis too late, he is ſhot ; and ſee he lies dead. Let 
us provide for ourſelves, and tell the prince, we have done the 
work; for you are as guilty as I am. At that they all fled, 
and left the prince l;ing under a tree, weltering in his blood. 

About the evening, the foreſter going his walks, ſaw the 
horſe richly capariſon'd, without a rider, at the entrance of 
the wood ; and going farther, to ſee if he could find its owner, 
found there the ptince almoſt dead; he immediately mounts 
him on the horſe, and himſelf b:hind, bore him up, and car- 


ried him to'the lodge ; where he had ovly one old man, his 


father: well ſkilled in ſurgery, and a boy. They put him to 
bed ; and the old foreſter, with what art he had, dreſs'd his 


- wound, and in the morning ſent for an abler ſurgeon, of whom 


the prince enjoin'd ſecrecy, becauſe he knew him. The man 
was faithful and the prince in time was recover'd-of his wound z 


and. as ſoon as he was well, he came for Flanders, in the habit 
of a pilzrim, and after ſome time took the order of St. Francis, 
none knowing what became of him, till he was proſeſs'd ; and 
_ then 
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then he wrote his own ſtory to the prince his father, to his 
miſtreſs, and his ungrateful brother. The young princeſs did 
not long ſurvive his loſs, ſhe languiſh'd from the moment of 
his departure ; and he had this to confirm his devout life, to 
know ſhe dy'd for him. 

My brother, madam, was an officer under the prince his 
father, and knew his ſtory perfely well ; from whoſe mouth 
I . had it. Ry 

| What! (reply*d Miranda then) is father Henrick a man 
of quality ? yes, madam, (aid Cornelia) and has changed his 
name to Franciſco, But Miranda, fearing to betray the fſenti- 
ments of her heart, by aſking any more queſtions about him, 
turned the diſcourſe; and ſome perſons of quzelity came in to. 
viſit her (for her apartment was about- fix -*clock, like the 
preſe;.ce-chamber of a queen, always filled with the greateſt 
people:) There met all the beau efpirits, and ail the beauties. - 
But it was viſible Micanca was not ſo gay as ſhe uſed to be ; 
but penfive, and agfgyering ma! A propos to all that was ſaid | 
to her. 5he was WWpuſand times going to fpeak againſt her 
will, ſomething of Te charming friar, who was never from 
her thoughts ; and ſhe imagined, if he could Inſpite love in a 
coarſe, prey, ill-made habit, a ſhora crownair-cord about 
his waiſt, bare-legg'd, in ſandais infteadgf Mes; what muſt 
he do, when looking back on time, ſhe Jas bim in a pro- 
ſpe of glory, with all that: youth, and Wlluſtrious beauty, 
ſet off by the advantage of dreſs and equipage ? She frames 
an idea of him all gay and ſplendid. and looks on his preſent 

habit as fone diſguiſe proj. er forthe ſtealths of love ;. ſome 
feigned j-ur- on ſhape, .with the mgre ſecuri'y to approach @ 
miſtreſs, and make himſelt happy ; and that the robe laid by, 
ſhe has 1h+ lover in his proper beauty, the fame he would 
have been, if any other habir (thovgh ever ſo rich) were put 
off: In the bed, the filent gloomy night, and the ſoft em- 
braces of her arms, he Joſes all the friar, and aſſumesall the 
prince; and that awfil reverence, due alone to his holy 
habit, he exchanges fos7 a thouſand dalliances, for which his 
youth was made; forff8ve, and all the happinels of Itte. 
Some moments ſhe fancies him a lover, anJ thatthe fair obye&t_ 
that takes up all his heart, has left no room for her there ; 
bur that was a thought that did not long perplex her, and. 


* which, almoſt as ſoon as born, ſhe turned to her advantage. 
She beholds him a lover, and theretcre finds he has a heart 


ſenſible and tender ; he had youth to be fir'd, as well as to 
infpire; he was from the lov'd obje&, and totally without 
B 2 hope 5 
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monaſtery of Cordelicrs, 
_ faith and fervice ; and not knowing from whence they came 
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day ſhe took new-fife from his lovely eyes. 


_. _ 
hope; and ſhe reaſonably conſider'd, that flame would of it- 
ſelf ſoon die, that had only deſpair to feed on. She beheld 
her own charms; and experience, as well as her glaſs, told 


her, they never failed of conqueſt, eſpecially where they de- 


ſigned it : And ſhe believed Henrick would be glad, at leaf?, 
to quench that flame in himſelf, by an amour with her, which 
was kindled by ihe young princeſs of ——— his fiſter. 
Theſe, and a thouſand other ſeif-flatteries, all vain and in- 
diſcreet, took up her waking nigh's, and now more retired 
days ; while love, to make her truly wretched, ſuffered her 
to ſooth herleli with fond imaginations; not ſo much as per- 
mitting her rz-f+n to plead one moment to ſave her from un- 
doing : She would not ſuffer it to tell her, he had taken holy 
orders, made ſacred and ſolemn vows of everlaſting chaſtity, 
that it was impofſible he could marry her, or lay before her 
any argument that might prevent her ruin ; but love, mad 


malicious love, was always called to counſe}, and, like eaſy 
monarchs, ſhe had no ears, but for flatgegers. 


Well then, ſhe is reſolv'd to love, - WiWout conſidering to 
what end, and what muſt be the conſequence of ſuch an amour, 
She now miſſed no day of being at the little church, where 


the had the nappyneſs, or rather the misfortune (fo love or- 
bis 


dained) to ſee this raviſher of her heart and ſoul; and every 


ew-HIC it Unawares, un- 
known, and unwillingly, he gave her wounds, and the difficulty 


of her cure made her rage the more: She burnt, ſhe languiſh'd, 


and dy*d for ihe young innocent, who knew not he was the _ 


author of ſo much milchief. | 
Now ſhe reſolves a thouſand ways in her tortur'd mind, to 


let him know her anguiſh, and at laſt pitch'd upon that of 


writing to him ſoft billets, which ſhe had learn'd the art of 
doing ; or if ſhe had not, ſhe had now fice enough to inſpire 
her with all that could charm or move. Theſe ſhe Celiver'd 
to a young wench, who: waited on her; and whom ſhe had 
entire}y ſubdued to her intereſt, to give a certain 1:y-brother 


ef the order, who was a very ſimple harmleſs wretch, and 
who ſerved in the kitchen, in the nature of a cook, in the 


She gave him gold to ſecuie his 


(with ſo good c:edeniials) he undertook to deliver the letters 
to father Franciſco; which letters were all afterward*, as 
you ſhall hear, produced in open coumit. Theſe letters came 
every day ; and the ſenſe of the fiſt was, to tell him, that a 


very beautiful young lady, of great fortune, was in love with 
him, 
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him, without naming her ; but it came as from a-third per- 
ſon, to let him know the ſecret, that ſhe defir'd he would 
let her know whether ſhe might hope any return'from him 
aſſuring him, he needed_ but only ſee the fair languither, to 
confeſs himſelf her ſlave. Wk 

This letter being deliver'd him, he read by himſelf, and 
was ſupriz'd to receive words of this na:ure, being ſo great a 
{tranger 1n that place ; and-could not imagine, or would not 
pive himſelf the trouble of gueſſing who this ſhouid be, be- 
cauſe he never defigned to make returos, 

The next day, Miranda, finding no advantage from her 
meſſenger of love, in the evening ſends another (impatient of 
delay) confeffing that ſhe who ſuffer'd the ſhime of writing 
and imploring, was the perſon herſelf who adored him. * Twas 
there her raging love made her ſay all things that diſcover'd 
the nature of its flame, and propoſe to flee with him to any 
part of the world, if he would quit the convent ; that ſhe had 
a fortune conſiderable enough to make him happy; and that 
his youth and qualizy were not given him to ſo unprofitable an 
end as to loſe themfelves in a convent, where poverty and eaſe 
was all the buſineſs. In fine, ſhe leaves nothing unurg'd that 
might debanch and invite him; not forgetting to ſend him 
her own charaQter of beauty, and left him to juage of her wit 
and ſpirit by her writing, and her love by the extremity of 
paſſion ſhe profefled. To all which the lovely friar made no 
return, as believing a penile capitulation or exhortation to 
her would but inflame her the more, and give new occaſions 
for her continuing to write. All her reaſonings, falſe and 
vicious, he deſpiſed, pitied the error of her love, and was 
proof. againſt all ſhe could plead. Yet notwithſtanding his 
ſilence, which left her in doubt, and more tormented her, 
the ceaſed not to purſue him with her letters, varying her 
ityle; ſometimes all wanton, looſe and raving ; ſometimes 
feigning a virgin-modeſty all over, accuſing he«(clt; blaming 
her conduR, and ſighing her deſtiny, as one compell'd to the 
fhametul diſcovery by the auſterity of his vow and habit, aſk- 
Ing his pity and forgiveneſs; urging him in charity to uſe his 
fatherly care to perſuade and reaſon with her wild deſires, and 
by his counſel drive the god from her heart, whoſe tyranny 
was worſe than that of a fiend; and he did not know what his 
pious advice might do. But ſtill ſhe writes in vain, in vain ſhe 
varies her ſtyle, by a cunning peculiar to a maid pofleſied 
with ſuch a ſort of paſſion. 


This cold negle& was till oil to the burning lamp, and ſhe 


tries yet more arts, which for want of right thinking were as 


fruitleſs; 
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fruitleſs. She has recourſe to preſents; her letters came loaded 
with rings of great price, and jewels, which fops of quality 
had given her. Many of this ſort, he received, before he knew 
where to return them, or how, and on this occafion alone he 
ſent her a letter, and reſtor'd her trifles, as he called them : 
But his habit having not made kim forget his quality and edu- 


*cation, he wrote to her with all the profound reſpe& imagina- 


ble; believing by her preſents, and the I:berality with which 
Me parted with them, that ſhe was of quality. But the whole 
letter, as he told me afterwards, was to perſuade her from the 
Honour ſhe did him by loving him ; urging a thouſand reaſons 
ſolid znd pious, and affuring her, he had wholly devoted the 
reit of his days to heaven, and had no need of thoie gay trifles 
ſhe had fent him, which were only fit to adorn Jadies fo air 
as herſelf, and who had buſineſs with this glittering world, 
which he &:{dain'd and had for ever abandon'd. He lent her 
a thouſand bleffings, and told her ſhe ſhould be ever in his 
prayers, though not in his heart, as the defir'd: And abun» 
dance of goodneſs more he exprefi:cd, and counſel he gave 
her, which had the ſame effe& with his ſilence; it made her 
love but the more, and the more impatient ſhe grew. She 
now had a new occaſion t@ write, ſhe now is charmed with his 
wit ; this was the new ſubje&. She rallies his reſolution, and 
endeavours to recall him to the world, by all the arguments 
that human invention is capable of. | 

But when ſhe had above four months langaiſhed thus in 
v2in, not miſſing one day, wherein (he. went not to ſee him, 
without diſcovering herſelf to him; ſhe refolv'd as her laſt 
effort, to ſhew her perſon, and ſee what that, aſſiſted by her. 
tears, and ſoft words from her mouth, could do, to prevail 
upon bim. | 

It happen'd to be on the eve of that day when ſhe was to 
receive the ſacrament, that ſhe, covering herſelf with her ve, 
came to ve'ipers, purpoſing ty mak: choice of the conquering 
friar for her confeſlor. 

She app: oach'd him ; and as ſhe did fo, ſhe trembled with 
Jove, At laſt ſhe cry*d, < Father, my coaofefſ.r is gone for 
ſome time from the town, and I am ovblig'd to-morrow to re- 
ccive, and beg you w:ll be pleaſed to take my confeſhon.? 

He could not refuſe her; and 1-t her into the ſacrifty, where 
there is a confeſſhion-chair, in which he ſeated himſcelt ; and 
on one fide of him fhe kneePd down, over-againit a lintile 
altar, where the prieſts robes lie, on which were placed ſome 
lighted wax-can'Jes, that made the little place yery light and 
ipleadid, which ſhone fu. upon Miranda. 


Aſter 
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After the little preparation uſual in confeſhon, ſhe turn'd 
up her veil, and diſcover'd to his view the moſt wondrous 
object of beauty he had ever ſeen, dreſs'd in all the glory of a 
young bride ; her hair and ftomacher full of diamonds, that 
gave a luſtie all dazling to her brighter face and eyes. He 
was ſurpriz'd at her amazing beauty, and queſtion'd whether 
he ſaw a woman, or an angel at his feet. Her hands, which 
were elevated, as if in prayer, ſeem'd to be form'd of poliſh'd 
alabaſter; and he confeſſed, he had never ſeen any thing in 
nature ſo perfeA, and ſo admirable. 

He had ſomepains to compoſe himſelf to hear her confeſſion, 
and was oblig*d to turn away his eyes, that his mind might 
not be perplex'd with an obje@ ſo diverting ; when Miranda, 
opening the fineſt mouth in the world, and diſcovering new 
charms began her confeſſion. 

* Holy jather, ſaid ſhe, amongſt the number of my viſe 
offences, that which afflits me to the greateſt degree, is, that 
I am in love : Not, continued ſhe, that I believe fimple and 
virtuous love a ſin, when *tis plac'd'on an cbjet proper and 
ſuitable ; but, my dear father, ſaid fhe, and wept, I love 
with a violence which cannot be contain'd within the bounds 
of reaſon, moderation, or virtue. I love a man whom F 
cannot poſſeſs without a crime, and a man who cannot make 
me happy without being perjur'd. Is he marry'd, reply'd the 
father? No; anſwer'd Miranda. Are you ſo ? continu*d he. 
Neither, ſaid ſhe. Is he ally'd to you, a brother, or relation #- 


| Neither of theſe, ſaid ſhe. He is unenjoy'd, unpromifed ; 


and ſo am I: Nothing oppoſes our happineſs, or makes my 
love a vice but you._—.Tis you deny me life: *Tis you that 
forbid my flame : *Tis you will have me die, and ſeek my re- 
medy in my grave, when I complain of tortures, wounds and 
flames. O cruel charmer ! tis for you I laoguiſh; and here 
at your feet, implore that pity, which all my addrefles have 
fail'd of procuring me.? 

With that, perceiving he was about to riſe from his ſcat, 


| ſhe held him by his habit, and vow'd ſhe would in that poſ- 


ture follow him, where ever he flew fre m her, She elevated 
her voice ſo loud, he was afraid ſhe might be heard, and 
therefore ſuffer'd her to force him into his chair again ; where 
being ſeated, he began, in the moſt paſſhonate terms imagin- 
able, to diſfuade her; but finding ſhe the more perſiſted in 
eagerneſs of paſſion; he us'd all the tend:r afſurance that he 
could force from himelf, that he would have for her all the re- 
ſpe, eſteem and- friendſhip that he was capable of paying z 
that he had a real compaſſion for her, and ar laſt ſhe prevail'd 


is 


filence reigns here, and no one Gares to pry into the ſecrets of 
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fo far with him, by her ſighs and tears, as to own he had a 


tenderneſs for her, and that he could not behold ſv many 


charms, without being ſenfibly rouch'd by *em, and finding 


all thoſe effeQAs, that a maid ſo fair and zoung ceuſes in the 


fouls of men of youth and ſenſe: but that, as he was aſſuced, 
he could never Þ2 ſo happy to marry her, and as certain he 
could ret grant any thing but honourable paſſton, he humbly 
beſouphc her not ro expe more from him than ſuch. And 
then began to tell her how ſhort life was, and tranſttory its 
Joys ; how ſoon ſhe would grow weary of vice, and how often 
ghange to find real repoſe 1n it, but never arrive to it. He 
made an end, by new affurance of his eternal friendſhip, but 
utterly for bad her to hope. 

Behold her now deny'd, refuſed and defeated, with all her 
pleading you h, beauty, tears, and Knees imploring, as ſhe 
Jy, holding faſt his ſcapular, and embracing his feet. What 
ſhall the do ? She ſwelis with pride, love, indignation and 
defire ;' her burning heart is burſting with deſpair, her eyes 
orow fierce, and from grief ſhe riſes toa ſtoim; and in her 
apony of paffion, with looks all difdainful, haughty, and full 
of rage, ſhe began to revile him, as the pooreſt of animals 
tells him his ſoul was dwindled to the meanneſs of his habit, 
and: his yows of poverty were ſuited to his degenerate mind. 
* And, ſaid ſhe, ſince all my nobler ways have fail'd me : 
and that, for a little hypocritical devotion, you reſolve to loſe 
the greateſt bleſſings of life, and to ſacrifice me to your reli- 
gious pride and vanity, I will either force you to abandon that 

dull diſimulation, or you ſhall die, to prove your fantity 
real, Therefore anſwer me immediatei'y, anſwer my flame, 
my raging fire, which your eyes have kindied ; or here, in 
this very moment, I will ruin thee; and make no ſcruple of 
revenging the pains I ſuffer, by that wh.ch ſhall take away 
your life and honour. s 

The trembling young man, nho, all this while, with ex- 
greme 411g uttho! mind, and fear ofthe dire reſult, had liſten'd 
to her ravings, full of dread, demanded what the would have 
him do? when ſhe reply'd. Do that which thy youth and 
beau'y were or ain'd to do: this place is private, a ſacred 


this hoiy plate: weare ſ:cuie from fears of interruption, asin 


defarts uninhabired, or caves forſaken by wild beaſts. The. 


tapers too (hall veil their lights, and only that glimmering 
lamp thall be witneſs of our dear ftealihs of love Come to 
my arms, my trembling lonying arms, and curſe the folly of 


thy bigotry, that has made thee fo long loſe a blefling, _ 
which ſo many princes ſigh in vain, at 
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At theſe words ſhe roſe from his feet, and ſnatching him. is 

ber arm<, he could not d-fead him'elf from receiving a thou- 

ſand kiſſes from the lov-ly mouth of the charming wanton ; 

after which, ſhe ran her'elf, and in an inſtant put out the 

candles. But he cry'd to her, Ia vain, O too indifcreet fair 

one, in vain you put out the light; fur heaven till has eyes, 

and will look down upon' my broken vows, 1 own your power, 

1 own I have all the ſenſe in the world of your charming 

touches; I am frail fl:ſh and blood, but ——yet I can refiſt ; 

and prefer my vows to all your powerful temptations. —LI will 

be deaf and blind, and guard my heart with walls of ice, and 

make you know, that when the flames of true devotion are 

kindled in a heart, it puts out all other fires; which are as in- 

effeQtual, as candles lighted 1a the face of the ſun. Go vain 

wanton, and repent, and mortify that blood which has betray'd 
thee, and which will one day ruin both thy ſoul and body. 

At theſe words, Miranda, more earag'd, the nearer ſhe. 
imagin'd herſelf to happineſs, maCe-no reply; but throwing ; 
herſelf into the confeſfing chair, and pulling the young friac 
into her lap, ſhe elevated her voice to ſuch a degree, in crying 
out, help, help! rape! help, help! that ſhe was heard all 
over the church, which was full of people at their evening's 
devotion; who flock'd about the door of the ſacriſty, which 
was ſhut with a ſpring lock on the inſide, but they durit not 
open ths door. _ E | WW 

”Tis eafily ro be imagin'd, in what condition our . young 
friar was, at this ſtratagem of his wicked miltce(6. He ſtrove 
to break from thoſe arms that held him ſo faſt : and his bult« 
ling to get away, and her's 1o retain him, diſorder'd her hiic 
and habit to ſuch a degree as gave more credit to her accuſation. * 

The fathers had a door on theother fide, by which they uſu- 
ally enter'd, and at the report that was made them, they 
| _ hafted thither, and found Miranda and the good father very 
| indecently ſtruggling ; which they miſ-iaterpreted, as Miranda 

6:4: defir'd, who, all 1a tears, threw herſelf at the feet of the pro- 

I vincial, who was one of thoſe that enter'd, and cry'd, O holy 
father! revenge an innocent maid, undone and loſt to fame 
and honour, by that vile monſter. For, O holy father, could 
It have enter'd into the heart of man, to have done ſo horrid a. 

deed, as to attempt the virgin honour of an unſpotted maid, 
and one of my degree, even in the moment of my confeſſion, 

In that holy time, when I was proſtrate before him and heaven, . 
confeffing thoſe fins that preſs'd my conſcience ; eyen then to 
load my ſoul with infamy, to add to my number a weight 
that muſt ſink me to hell? alaſs! under the ſecurity of his 
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Innocent looks, his holy habit, and his awful fanAion, I was 
led into this room to make my confeſſion ; where, he locking 
the-door, I had no ſooner began, but he took fire at my fatal 
beauty ; and ſtarting up, put out the candles and caught me 
In his arms; and raiſing me from the pavement, ſet me in the 
confeſſion chair, and then——- Oh, ſpare me the reſt. 

With that a ſhower of tears burſi from her eyes, and ſobs fo 
naturally ated, as left no doudt upon the good men, but all 
ſhe had ſpoken was truth, 

At fi ft, (procc:eded ſhe) I was unwilling to bring ſo great a 
fcandal on his order, as to cry out ; but ſtruggled as long as [ 
had breath; pleaded the heinouſneſs of the crime, urging my 
quality, and the danger of the attempt. But he, deaf as the 
winds, and ruffling as a ſtorm, purſu'd his defign with fo 


much force, as I at laſt unable to reſiſt, was robb*d of my 


native purity. With what life and breath TI hag, I cali'd for 
aſhſtance, but alaſs ! your ſuccours came too late : -— You find 
me here, a wretched, undone; and raviſh'd maid; revenge me, 
fathers; on the perfidious hypocrite, or give me a death that 
may ſecure your cruelty from being proclaim?*d over the world, 
or my tongue will be reproaching you, and curſing the wicked 
author of my iafamy. 

She ended as ſhe began, with a thouſand fighs and tears ; 
and received from the provincial all aſſurances vf revenge. 

The innocent betray'd victim, all the while ſhe was ſpeak- 
ing, heard her with an aſtoniſhment that may eaſily be ima- 
gined ; yet ſhew'd no extravagant ſigns of it, as thoſe would 
do, who feiga it, to be thought innocent ; but being really ſo, 
he'bore with an. humble, modeſt, and bluſhing countenance, 
all her accuſations ; which ſilent ſhame they miſtook for evi- 
dent ſigns of his guilt. | ; 

When the provincial demanded, with an unwonted ſeverity in 
his eyes and voice, what he could anſwer for himſelf ? calling 
' him profaner of his ſacred vows, and infamy to the holy 
order; the injur'd, but innocently accus'd, only reply'd : 
* May heaven forgive that bad woman, and bing her to re- 
pentance ! for his part, he was not ſo much in love with 
life, as to uſe many arguments to juſtify his innocence ; unleſs 
it were to free that order from a ſcandal, of which he had 
the honour to be profeſs'd. But as for himſelf, life or death 
were things indifferent to him, who heartily deſpis'd the 
world.” : 

He faid no more, and ſuffer'd himſelf to be led before the 
magiſtrate ; who committed him -to priſon, upon the accuſa- 
tion of this implacable beauty ; who, with fo much feigned 
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forrow, proſecuted the matter, even to his tryal and condemna- 
tion ; where he 'tefuſed to make any great defence for himſelf, 
But being daily viſited by all the religious, both of his own 
and other orders, . ihey oblig'd him (ſome of them knowing the 
auſtecity of his life, others his cauſe of griefs that firſt brought 
him into orders, ard others pretending a nearer knowledge, 
even of his ſoul itſelf) to ſtand upon hi: juſtification, and 
diſcover what he knew of that wicked woman, whoſe li'e had 


| not been fo exemplary for virtue, ,not to have given the world 
a thouſand ſuſpicions of her lewdnefs and proſtitutions. 


The daily importunities of theſe fathers made him produce 
her letters : but as he had all the gown-men on his fide, ſhe 
had all the hats and feathers on hers; all the men of quality 
taking her part, and all the church-men his. They heard his 
daily proteſtations and vows, bat not a word of what paſſed 
at conteſſion was yet diſcoyet1'd : he held that as a ſecret ſacied 
on his vart ; and what was ſaid in nature of a confeſſion, was 
Not to be revealed, though his life depended on the diſcovery, 
But -s ro *he letters, they were forc'd from%him, and expos'd ; 
how: ver. matters were carry'd with fo high a band againſt him, 
that they ferv'd for no proof at all of his innocence, and he 
wa: 4 laſt condemn'd to be burnt at the market-place. 

Atter his ſ-atence was paſls'd, the whole body of prieſts 
made their addreſſes to the Marquis Caſtel Roderigo, the then 
governor ot Flanders , for a reprieve ; which after much ado, 
was granted him for ſome weeks, but with an abſolute denial 
of pardon : fo prevailing were the young cavaliers of his court, 
who were all adorers of this fair jilt. : 

About this time, while the -poor innocent young Henrick 
was thus languiſhing in priſon, in a dark and diſmal dungeon, 
and Miranda cured of her love, was triumphing in her re- 
venge, expeQing and da'ly giving new conqueſts; and who, 
by this time, had re-aſſumed all her wonted galety ; there was 


' a great noiſe about th- town, that a price of mighty name, 


and fam*d for all the excellencies of his fex, was arriv'd; a 
prince young, and plorioufly attended, call'd prince Tarquin, 
| We haq often heard of this great man, and that he wzs 
making is travels 10 Franc? and Germany , and we had alfo 
heard, that ſome years before, he b:1ng about eighteen years 
of age, 11 the time when our king Charles, of bleſſed memory, © 
was in Bruflels, 1n the laſt year of his ban1ſhment, that all on 
a ſudden, this young man ro'e up upon them like the ſun, all 
glorions and dazling, demanding place of all the princes in 
that Court. And when his pretence was demanded, own'd 
Hi:c.ſelf prince Tarquin, of the race of the laſt kings of Rome, 
mad: good his title, and took his place accordingly. _ 
Sb C2 | _ Perhaps 


Perhaps there cou!d be nothing ſeen fo magnificent as this 
prince : he was, as I faid, extremely handſome, and wanted 
nothing that might adorn that native beauty ta the beſt ad- 
vantage, His paris were ſuitable to the reſt : he had an ac- 
compliſhment fit for a prince, an air haughty, but a carriage 
affable, eaſy in converſaticn, and very entertaining, liberal 
and good natur'd, brave 2nd jinoffenfive. | 

He was all the diſcourſe of the town ; ſome laughing at his 
title, others reverencing It : Some cry'd, that he was an im- 
poſtor; others, that he had made his title as p'ain, as if 
Targuio had reign's but a year ago. Some made friendſhips 
with him, others would have nothing to ſay to him : but all 
v onder'd where his revenue was, that ſupported this grandeur; 
and believ'd, tho? he could make his deſcent from the Roman 
kings very well cut, that he could not lay ſo gocod a claim to 
the Roman land. 

But the men might be of what opinipn they pleas'd con- 
cerning him ; the ladies were all agreed that he was a young 
handſome prince, and a prince not to be reſiſied: he had all 
their wiſhes, all their eyes, and all their hearts. They now 
Creſs'd only for him ; and what church he grac'd, was ſure to 
have the beauties, and all that thought themſelyes ſo. 

You may believe, our amorous Miranda was not the leaſt 
conqueſt he made, She no ſooner heard of him, which was 
as ſoon as be airiv'd, but ſhe fell in love with his very name. 
Jeſu !—a young king of Rome! Ob, it was ſo novel, that 
ſhe doated on the title ; and had not cai'd whether the reſt 
had been man or monkey almcſt ; ſhe was reſoly'd to be the 
Lucretia that this young Tarquin ſhould raviſh. 

To this end, ſhe was no ſooner vp the next day, but ſhe 
ſent him a Billet Doux, affuring him how much ſhe admired 
bis fame; and that being a ſtranger in the town, ſhe begged 
the honour of introducing him to all the belle converſations, 
&c. which he took for the invitation of ſome coquet, who had 


intereſt in fair Jadics; and cjvilly return'd her an anſwer that : 
he would wait on her. She had him that day watched ta 


chuich; and impatient to ſee what ſhe heard ſo many people 
fl ck to ſce, ſhe went alſo to the ſame church ; thoſe ſar &ified 
abod:s being too often profaned by ſuch devotees, whoſe buſi- 
refs is tq ogle and cnſiare, rs pe 

But wiai a noiſe and humming was heard in the church, 
w' en Ttaiqguin enter'd / his grace, his mien, his faſhion, his 
beauty, his diefs, and his equipage, ſurprized all thay were 
preſent : and by the good managemert and cate of Mugada, 
ſte got to kneel at the fide of the altar, juſt over againſt the 


prince; 
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who had deprived them of half their hopes. 
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prince, fo that, if he would; he could not avoid looking ful 
ypon her. She had turned yup her veil, and all her face and 
ſhape appear'd ſuch, and ſo enchanting, as I have deſcribed ; 
and her beauty heighten'd with bluſhes, and her eyes full of 
{picit and fire, with joy to find the young Roman monarch ſo 
charming, ſhe appear'd like ſomething more than mortal, 
and compell'd his eyes to a fixed gazing on her face : ſhe ne- 
yer glanc'! that way, but ſhe met themz and then would 
feign ſo modeſt a ſhame, and caſt her eyes downwards with 
ſuch inviting art, that he was wholly raviſh'd and charm'd, 
and ſhe overjoy'd to find he was ſo. 

The ceremony being ended, he ſent a page to follow that 
lady home, himſelf purſuing her to the door of the church, 
where he took ſome holy water, and threw yp5n her, and 
made her a profound reverence. She forc'd an innocent look, 
and a modeſt gratitude in her face, and bow'd, and palſs'd 
forward, half afſyr'd of her conqueſt ; he leaving her to go 
home to his lodging, and impatiently wait the return ef his 
page. And all the ladies who ſaw this firſt beginning between . 
the prince and Miranda, began. to curſe and envy her charms, 


After this, I need not tell you, he made Miranda a viſit : 
3nd from that day neyer left her apartment, but when he 
went home at nights, or unleſs he had buſineſs; ſo entirely 
was he conquer'd by this faic ove. But the biſhop, and ſeve- 
ral men of quality, in orders, that profeſs'd friendſhip to him, 
adviſed him from her company ; and ſpoke ſeveral things to 
bim, that might (if love had not made him blind) have re- 
claimed him from the purſuit of his ruin. But whatever they 
truſted him with, ſhe had the art to wind herſelf about his 
heart, and make him unrave! 2ll his ſecrets; and then knew 


_ as well, by feign'd ſighs and tears, to make him diſbelieve 


all ; ſo that he had no faith but for her; and was wholly en- 


| . Chanted and bewitched by her. At laſt, in ſpite of all that 
would have oppoſed it, he marry'd this infamous woman, 


poſſeſs'd by ſo many great men and ſtrangers before, while 
all the world was pitying his ſhame and misfortu»es 
Beiog marry*, they took a great houſe; and as ſhe was in- 
deed a great fortune, and now a great princeſs, there was no= 
thing wanting that was agreeable to their quality; all was 
ſplendid and magnificent. But all this would no: acquire them 
the world's eſteem ; they had an abhorrence for her former 
life, and deſpiſed her ; and for his eſpouſi:g a woman ſo in- 
famous, they deſpiſed him. So that though they admir'd, and 
gazed upon their equipage, and glorious dreſs, they foreſaw 
the rulo that attended it, and paid her quality little reſpe&. 
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She was no ſooner married, but her uncle died; and dividing 


his fortune between Miranda and her ſiſter, leaves the young 
heireſs, and all her fortune, in ihe hands cf the princeſs. 

We will call this fſter Alcidiana; ſhe was aboat fourteen 
years of age, and now had choſen her brother, the prince, for 
her guardian, If A'cidiana were not al:ozether fo great a beauty 
as her ſiſter, ſhe had charms to procure her a great many iov- 
ers, thoygh her fortune had not been ſo conſiderable as 1t was ; 
but with"that addition, you may helieve, ſhe wanted 30 court- 
ſhips from thoſe of the beſt quality ; tho” every body deplor'd 
he? being under the tu'orapge of a lady ſo expert in the vices of 
her ſex, and ſo cunning a manager'of fin, as was the princeſs ; 
who, on her part, failed not, by all the obliging endearments, 
to engage the mind of this young maid, and to ſubdue her 
| Wholly to her government. All her ſenſes were regaled with 
pleafure, ſhe ſaw nothing but glery and magnificence, heard 
nothing but muſick of the ſweeteſt ſounds; the richeſt per- 
fumes emplcy'd her ſmelling; and a'l ſhe eat and touch'd was 
delicate and inviting; and being too young to conſider how 
this grandeur was to be continu'd, little imagined her fortune 
was diminiſhing, towards its needleſs: ſupport. 


When the princeſs went to.church, ſhe had her gentleman 


bare before her, carrying a velvet cuſhion, for her to kneel on, 
and her irain borne up a prodigious length, led by a gentleman 
uſher, bare; follow'd by footmen, pages and women. Andin 
th:s {tate ſhe would walk in the ſtreets, and in her train-two 
or three coaches, and a velvet chair, would follow 1n itate. 

It was thus for ſome time they liv'd, and the princeſs was 
daily preſs'd with fighing loyers for her conſent to marry Alci- 
diana; but ſhe had (till one art or other to put them off, and 
ſo broke all the matches that were propoſed to her, notwith- 


ſtanding their friends had endeavour'd to make ſeveral great 


matches fcr her; but the princeſs was poſitive in her denial, 
and one way cr other broke al}. At laſt there was one propo- 
ſed, yet more advantapeous, a ycung count, with whom the 
young maid prew paſſionately in leve, and beſought her lifter 
to couſent that ſhe mighr have him, and got the prince to 
ſpeak in her brha'f; but he had no ſooner heard the reaſons 
Miranda gave him, but te chang'd his mind, and ſuited ut 16 
he's, ard ſh-, as before, b:cke off that amour: which ſo in- 
cenfed Alcidiana, that ihe got from Fer guard, and ran away, 
putiing herſelf into the hands of a wealthy merchant, her 
k nſman, and cne who bore the greateſt au hority in the city ; 
him ſhe «<hvſes for her guzrdi3n, -refolving to be no longer a 
flave to the tyranny of her filter, And fo well ſhe ordered 
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matters, that ſhe writ to this young cavalier, her laſt lover, 

and retiieved him ; wao came back to Antwerp again, to re- 
new his courtſhip. | | 

Both parties being agreed, it was no hard matter to perſuade 

all but the princeſs. But though ſhe oppoſed it, it was re- 

ſolved on, and the day appointed for marriage, and the por- 

tion demanded; demanded only; but never to be paid, the 

beſt part of it being ſpent. However, ſhe put them off from 

day to day, by a thouſand frivoleus delays; and when ſhe 

ſaw they would have recourſe to force, and that all her mag- 

nificence would be at end, if the law ſhould prevail againft 

ber ; and that without this ſiſter's fortune, ſhe could not long 

ſupport her grandeur ; ſhe bethought herſelf of a means to 

| make it all her own, by getting her ſiſter made away ; but ſhe 

being out of her tuition, ſhe was not able to accompliſh ſo 


oreat a deed of darkneſs. But fince it was reſolved, jt muſt 
be done, ſhe contrivcs a thouſand ftratagems; and at laſt 
pitch«s upon an effeftual one. . 

' She had a page calld Van Brune, a youth of great addreſs 
and wit, and one fhe had long managed for her purpoſe. 
[This youth was about ſeventeen years of age,. and extremely 

' beautiful; and in the time when Alcidiana lived with the 
princeſs, ſhe was a little in love with this handiome boy ; but 
it was checked in its infancy, and never grew up to a flame : 
nevertheleſs, Alcidiana retained till a fort of tendernefs for 
him, while he' burat in. good earneſt with love for the priaceſs. 
The princeſs one day ordering this page to wait on her in 

| her cloſet, ſhe ſhut the door ; and after a thouſand queſtions of 

| what he would undertake to ſerve her, the boy finding himſeif 
alone, and careſs'd by the perſon he ador'd, with joyful bluſhes 

told her, there was nothing upon earth, he wouid not do, to 
obey her leaſt commands, She grew more familiar with hin, 

| to oblige him; and ſecing love dance in his eyes, ſhe treated 

him more like a lover, than a ſervant; till at laſt the youth, 

wholly tranſported out of himſelf, fell at her feet, and im- 

plor*d to receive her commands, that he might fly to-execute 
them ; for he was not able to beanyher charming words, looks 
and touches, and retain his duty. At this ſhe ſmil'd, and told 
him, the work was of ſuch a nature, as would mortify all 
| flames about him; and he would have more need of rage, 
| envy, and malice, than the aids of a paſſion ſo ſoft as what ſhe 
now tound him capable of. He aſſui*'d her he would ſtick at 
nothing, tho? even againſt his nature, to recompenſe for the 
boldneſs he now, through his indiſcretion, had dilcover'd. She 

told him that he had committed no fault, and that + 
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the pay he ſhould receive for the ſ-rvice ſhe required at his 


bands, ſhould be-—— what he mcit wiſh'd for in the world.” 


At this he bow'd to the earth; and kiſſing her feet, bade her 


command, and then ſhe boldly totd him, *Fwas to kill her 


Gftes Alcidiana, The youth, without ſo much as ſtar:ing ot 
pauſing upon the matter, told her, It ſhould be done; and 
bowing low, immediate'y went ou: of the cloſet, She cad 
him back, and would have piven him fome-inſtrutiors; but 
he retuſed it, and ſaii!, 'The ation and contrivance ſhould be 
all his ow. And offering to go again, ſhe—again recalled 
him; putilog into his hand a purſe of an hundred piſtoles, 
which he to:k and with a low bow departed. | 

He no ſooner left her preſence, but he goes direly, and 
buys a dvle of poiſon, and went. immediately to the houſe 
where Aicidiana lived; where deſiring to be brought to her 
preſence, he fell a weeping ; and told her, his lady bad fallen 
out with him, and difmifled him her ſervice; and ſince from 
a child he had been brought up in the family, he humbly be- 
ſought A'cidiana to receive him into her's, ſhe being in a few 


day's to be marry'd. There needed not. much intreaty to a 
thing that pleaſed her ſo well, and ſhe immediately received 


him to penſion: and he waited ſome days on her before he 
could get ' an opportunity to adminiſter his deviliſh potion. 
But one night, when ſhe drank wine with roaſted apples, 
which was uſua] with her ; irſt-ad of ſugar, or with the ſugar, 
the baneful drug was mixed, and ſhe drank it down. 
About this time, there was a-great talk of this page's going 
from one fiſter to the other. And prince Tarquin, who was 
iznocaut of the defign from the beginning to the end, hearing 
fome men of quality at his table ſpeaking of Van Brune's 


change of place{(the princ: fs then keeping her chamber upon 


ſome triflinp indiſpoſition) he anſwei'd, * That ſurely they 
were miltaken, that he was not diſmiſſcd from'the princeſs's 
fervice:? And calling ſome of his ſervants, he sſked for Van 
Brune ; and whether any thing had happen'd betscen' her 
tighnefs and himg that had occaſion'd his being turned off. 
They all feem'd ignorant of the ma ter; and thoſe who had 
ſpoken of it, Degan to fancy there was ſome juggle in the caſe, 
which time would bring to light. 

The eoſuing day *twas all over the town, that Alcidiana 
was poiſon'd ; and though not dead, yet very near it; and 
that the doftors ſaid, ihe had taken mercury. So that there 
was never lo formidable a ſight as this fair young creature; 
her head and body i{woln, her eyes ſtarting our, her face black 
and all deformed; fo that diligent ſearch was made, who tt 


ſhould 
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ſhould be that did this; who gave her drink and meat. The 
cook and butler were examined, the footmen called to an-ac- 
count ; but all c:ncluded, the received nothing but from the 
hand of her new page, fince he came into her fervice. He 
was examined, and ſhew'd a thouſand guilty looks : and the 
apothecary, then attending among the doQors, proved he had 
bought mercury of him three or four days before ; which he 
could not deny; and rnaking many excuſes for his buying it, 
betray'd him the more; ſo i!l he chanced todifſemble. He was 
immediately ſent to be examined by the margrave or juſtice, 
who made his mittimus, and fent him to priſon. 

'Tis eaſy to imagine, in what fears and confufion the princeſs 
was at this news : the took her chamber upon it, more to hide 
her guilty face, than for any indiſpofition® And the doors 
apply*'d ſuch remedies to Aicidiana, ſuch antidotes againſt the 
poiſon, that in a ſhort time ſhe recove:'d ; but loſt the fineſt 
haic in the world, and the complexion of her face ever after. 

It was not long before-the trials for criminals came on; 
and the day being arrived, Van Brune was try*d the firſt of 
all; every body having read his deſtiny, according as they 
wiſhed it ; and none wou!d believe, but juſt indeed as it was: 
ſo that for the revenge they hoped to ſee fall upon the princeſs, 
every one wiſhed he might find nao mercy, that ſhe might ſhare 
of his ſhame and miſery. ; 

The ſeſſion's-houſe was filled that day with all the ladies, 
and chief of the town, to hear the reſult of his trial ; and the 
{ad youth was brought, loaded with chains, and pale as death 3 
where every circumſtance being ſufficiently proved againſt him, 
and he making but a weak defence for himſelf, he was cons 
victed, and ſent back to priſon, to receive his ſentence of death 
on the morrow ; where he owned all, and who ſet him on to 
do it. He owned *twas not reward of gain he did it for,. but 
he ſhould command at his pleaſure the poſſeſſion of his miſtreſs, 
the princeſs, who ſhould deny him nothing, after having en- 
truſted him with fo great a ſecret; and that beſides, ſhe had 
elevated him with the promiſe of that glorious reward, and 
had dazzled his young heart with ſo charming a proſpeR, that 
blind and mad with joy, he ruſhed forward to gain the defired 
prize, and thought on nothing but his coming happineſs : that 
he ſaw roo late the follies of his preſumptuous flame, and curſed 
the deluding flatteries of the fair hypocrite, who had ſoothed ' 
him to his undoing : that he was a miſerable victim to her 
wickedneſs; and hoped he thould warn all young men, by his 
fall, to avoid the diſhmulation of the deceiving fair : that he 
Hoped they would have pity on his youth, and attribute his 
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crime to the ſubtle perſuaſions alone of his miſtreſs the prin- 


ceſs: And that ſince Alcidiana was not dead, they would grant 
him mercy, and permit him to live to repent of his grievous 
_ in ſome part of the world, whither they night baniſh 
Im. 
He ended with tezrs, that fell in abundance from his eyes ; 
and immediately the princeſs was apprehended, and brought 
to priſon, to the ſame priſon where yet the poor young father 
Franciſco was languiſhing, he baving been from week to week 
reprieved, by the intercefſion of the fathers ; and poſlibly ſhe 
there had time to make ſome refleQions. 
"You may imagine Tarquin left no means untry'd, to pre- 
vent the imprifonment of the princeſs, and the public ſhame 
and infamy ſhe was likely to undergo in this affair; but the 
whole city being over-joy'd that ſhe would be puniſhed, as the 
author of all this miſchief, were generally bent againſt her, 
both prieſts, magiſtrates and people; the whole force of the 
ſtream running that way, ſhe found no more favour than the 
meaneſt criminal. The prince therefore, when he ſaw 'twas 
impoſſible to reſcue her from the hands of juſtice, ſufter'd with 
grief unſpeakable, what he could not prevent, and led her 
himſelf to the priſon, follow'd by all his people, in as much 
ſfate as if he had been going to his marriage; where, when 
ſhe came, ſhe was as well attended and ſerved as before, h 


never ſtirring one moment from her. 


- 


The next day ſhe was tried in open and common court ; 
whete ſhe appeared in glory, led by Tarquin, and attended 
according to her quality: and ſhe could not deny all the page 
had alledged againſt her, who was brought thither alſo in 
chains ; and atier a great many circumſtances, ſhe was found 
found guilty, and both received ſentence; the page to be 
hanged till he was dead, on a gibbet in the marcket-place z 
and the princeſs to ſtand under the gibbet, with a rope about 


her neck, the other end of which was to be faſtened to the 


gibbet where the page was hanging ; and to have an inſcrip- 
tion, in large characters, upon her back and breaſt, of the 
cauſe why ; where ſhe was to ſtand from ten to twelve. 

This fentence was thought too favourable for ſo 11] a wo- 
man, whoſe crimes deſerved death, equal to that of Van 
Brune. Nevertheleſs, there were ſome who ſaid, it was infi- 
nitely more ſevere than death itſelf. | 

The following Friday was the day of execution, and. one 
need not tell of the abundance of people who were flocked 


together in the macrket-place ; and all the windows were ta- 


ken down, and filled with ſpectators ; at the hous appoints. 
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the fatal beauty appeared, She was dreſs'd in a black velvet 
gown, with a rich row of diamonds at the peak behind ; and 
a petticoat of flower'd gold, very rich, and laced ; with All 
things ſuitable. A geotleman carried her great velvet cuſhion 
before her, on which her prayer-book, embroider'd, was 
laid ; her train was borne up by a page, and the prince led 


'her, bare; follow'd by his foptmen, pages, and other officers 


of his houſe. ; 
When they arrived at the place of execution, the caſhion 
was laid on the ground, upon a Portugal mat ſpread there for 
thar purpoſe ; and the princeſs ſtood on the cuſhion, with her 
pray-r-book in her band, and a prieſt by her ſide; and was 
accordingly ried up to the gibbet. 
She had not ſtood ten minutes, before ſhe had the morti- 
fication (at leaſt one would think it ſo to her) to ſee her ſad 
page, Van Brune, approzch, fair as an angel, but languiſh- 
ing and pale. That fight moved all the beholders with as 
much pity, as that of the princeſs did with diſdain and pleaſure. 
He was drefled in mourning, and very fine linen, bare- 
headed, with his own hair, the faireſt that could be ſeen, 
hanging all in curls on his back and ſhoulders very long. He 
had a prayer-book of black velvet in his hand, and behaved 
himſel with much penitence and devotion. 
When he came under the gibbet, he ſeeing his miſtreſs in_ 
that condition, ſhewed an infinite concern, and his fair face 
was covered over with bluſhes; and falling at her feet, he 


-humbly aſk'd her pardon tor having been the occaſion of ſo 


great an infamy toher, by a weak confeſſion, which the fears 
of youth, and hopes of life, had obliged him to make, fo 
greatly to her diſhonour; for indeed he wanted that manly 
itrength, to bear the efforts of dying, as he ought, in filence, 
rather than of committing ſo great a crime againſt his duty, 
and honour itſelf; and that he could not die in peace, unleſs 
ſhe w--uld forgive him. The princeſs only nodded her head, 
and cried, I do 

After ſpeaking a ſhoit time to his father confeſſor, who 
was with him. he chearfully mounted the ladder, and in fight 
of the princeſs he was turned off, while a loud cry was heard 
thro? all the market-place, eſpecially from the fair ſex. He 
hanged there till the time the princeſs was to depart; and then 
ſhe was put into a rich embroidered chair, and cariy'd away, 
Farquin going into his, for he had all that time ftood ſup- 
porting the princeſs under the gallows, and was very weary. 
She was ſent back, till her releaſement came, which was that 
night about ſeven o'clock ; and then ſhe was conducted to 
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her own houſe in great ſtate, with a dozen white wax flam- 


_ ; dit 


beaux about her chair. 


If the guardian of Alcidiana, and her. friends, before were 
impatieot of having the portion out of the hands of theſe ex- 
travagant+, it 1s not to be imagined, but they were now much 
more ſo ; and the next day they (ent an officer, according to 
law, to demand it, or to ſummon the prince to give reaſons 
why he would not pay it. The officer received for anſwer, 


that the money ſhould be called in, and pair in a ſhort time, 


for they wovld not grant them Jong, as they every moment 
ſuſpeRed the prince would pack up and be gone, ſome time 
or Other on a ſuacen ; and for that reaſon they would not 
truſt him without bail, or two officers to remain in his houſe, 
to ſee that nothing ſhould be remov'd or touch'd. As for bail, 
or ſecurity he could give none; every one ſlunk their heads 
out of the collar, when 1! came to that : ſo that he was oblig'd 
at his own expence, to maintain officers in his houſe. 

The prioceſs finding herſelf reduced to the laſt extremity, 


and that ſhe muſt either produce the value of a hundred thou- 


ſand crowns, ot ſee the prince her huſband lodged for ever in 


'a priſon, and all their glory vaniſh; and that it was impoſſi- 


ble to fly, ſince guarded ; ſhe had recourſe to an extremity, 
worſe than the affair of Van Brune. And in order to this, 
ſhe firſt pu's on a world of forrow and concern, for what ſhe 


feared might arrive to the prince: and indeed, if ever ſhe 


ſhed tears which ſhe did not difſemble, it was upon this occa- 
fien. But here ſhe almoſt over-aQted : ſhe ſtirred not from 
her bed, and refuſed to eat, or ſleep, or ſee the light ; ſo that 


the day being ſhut out of her chamber, ſhe lived by wax- 


lights, and refus'd all comfort and conſolation. 

The prince, raving with love, tender compaſſion and grief, 
never ſticred from her bed. ſide, nor ceaſed to implore, that 
ſhe would ſuffer herſelf to live. But ſhe, who was not now 
ſo paffionately in love with Tarquin, as ſhe was with the 
prince; nor io fond of the man as his titles ; foreſaw the total 
ruin of the laſt, it not prevented by avoiding the payment of 
this great ſim ; which could not otherwiſe be, than by the 
deith of Alcidiana: and therefore, without ceaſing, ſhe wept, 
and cry'd out, * She cou'd not live, unleſs Alcidiana died. 
"This A:cidiana (continued ſhe) who has been the author of my 
inam: ; 'who has expos'd me under a gibbet, in the publick 
mike -pace— Oh! —1T am deaf to all reaſon, blind to na- 


tur] effeion, I renounce her, I hate her as my mortal foe, 


my ſto. ro glory, and the finiſher of my days, &er half wy 
race of lite be run.? 
Then 
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Then throwing her falſe, but ſnowy, charming arms about 
the neck of her heart-breaking lord, and lover, who lay figh- 
ing, and liſtening by her fide, he was charmed and bewitch'd 
into ſaying all things that appeaſed her; and laſtly, told her, 
« Alciciana thould be no longer any obſtacie to her repoſe ; but 


that, ii ſhe would look up, and caft her eyes of ſweetneſs and 


love upon him, as heretofore; forget her ſorrow, and redeem 
her loſt healih ; he would take what meaſures ſhe ſhould propoſe 
to diſpatch this fatal ſtop to her happineſs, out of the way.' 
Theſe words failed not to make her careſs him in the moſt 
endearing manner that love and flattery could invent ; .and 
kiſs'd him to an oath, a ſolemn oath, to perform what he had 
promiſed; and he vow'd liberally. And the aſſumed in an 
inſtant her go-d-humour, and ſuffer'd a ſupper to be prepared, 
and did eat ; which in many days before ſhe had not doae : ſa. 
obſtinate and powerfn] was ſhe in difſembling well. 2 
The next thing to be confider'd was, which way this deed 
was to be done; for they doubted not, but when it was dane, 
all the world would lay it upon the princeſs, as done by her 


command : but ſhe urged, ſuſpicion was no proof ; and that 


they never put to death any.one, but when they had great and 
certain evidence who were the offenders, _ She was fure of her 
own conſtancy, that racks and tortures ſhould never get the 
ſecret from her breaſt; and if he were as confident vn his part, 
that there was no danger, Yet this preparation ſhe made to-. 
wards laying the fa&t on others, that ſhe cauſed ſeveral letters 
to be wiote to Germany, as from the reiations of Van Brune, 
who threaten'd Alcidiana with death, for depriving their kinſ- 
man (who was a gentleman) of his life, though he had not 
taken away hers. And it was the report of the town, how 
this young maid was threaten'd. And indeed, the death of 
the page had ſo afflited a great many, that Alcidiana had 
procured herfe}f abundance of enemies upon that account, 


| becauſe ſhe might have ſaved him if ſhe had pleaſed ; but on 


the contrary, ſhe was aſpe&tor, and in full health and vigour, 
at his execution : and people were not fo much concerngy tor 
her at.this report, as they would have been. | 
The prince, who now had, by reafoning the matter ſoberly 
with Miranda, found it abſolutely neceflary to di:parch Alct 
diana, refolv'd himſelf, and with his own hand, to execnteit; 
not daring to truſt to any of his moſt favourite ſervants, though 
he had many, who poffibly would have obey'd him ; for they 
loved him as he deſerved, and ſo would all the world, had he 
not been ſo purely deluded by this fair enchantreſs. He there- 
fore, as I ſaid, reſolved to keep this great ſecret to himſelf ; 
. - an 
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and taking a piſtol, charged well with two bullets, he watch'd 
an opportnity to ſhoot her as ſhe ſhould go- out or 1n to her 
houſe, or coach, fome evening. 

To this end he waited feveral nights near her lodgings, but 
fill, either ſhe went not out, or when ſhe return'd, ſhe was 
ſo guarded with friends, her lover, and fiambeanx, that he 
couid not atm at her without endangeriny the life of ſome 
other. But one night above the reſt, upon a Synday, when 
he knew ſhe would be at the theatre, for ſhe never mifled that 


day ſeeing the play, he waited at the corner of th= Stadr-houſe, 


near the'theatre, with His cloak caſt over his face, and a black 
perriwig, all alone, will his piſto] ready cock' ; and remain'd 
not very long but he ſaw her kiniman's coach come along ; 
*:was almoſt dark, day was juſt ſhut:ing vp 1er beauties, and 
Jeft ſuch a light to govern the world, as ſerv-1 only juſt ro dif- 
1tinguiſh one obje&t from another, and a convenient help to 
mi.chief. He ſaw alight outof the coach onl; one yonng lady, 

the lover, and then the ceſtin'd victim ; which he (drawing near) 

knew rather by her tongue than ſhape. 'The lady ran into the 

play: houſe, and left Alcidiana to be conducted by her lover in- 

to it ; who led her to the door, and went to zive ſome order 

to the coachman ; ſo that the lover was about twenty yards 

from Alcidiana; when ſhe ſtood the faireſt mark in the world, 

.on the threſhold of the entrance of the theaire, there bring 

many coaches about the door, ſo that hers could nor come fo 
near. Tarquin was reſolved not to loſe ſo fair an opportunity, 
- and advanc'd, but went behind the coaches; and when he 
came over-againſt the door, through a great booted velvet 
coach. that ſtood between him and her, he ſhot ; and ſhe 
having the train of her gown and petticoat on her arm, 1n 
great quantity, he miſſed her body, and ſhot through her 
ciothes, between her arm and her body. She trighten'd to 
find ſomething hither, and to ſee the ſmoke, and hear the report 
of the piſtol ; running in, cried, + I am ſhot, I am dead.* 

This noiſe quickly alarm'd her lover; and all the ſervants 
1an, ſome one way, and ſome another, One of *%em ſeeivg & 
man haite away in a cloak; he being a luſly. bold German, 
ſtopped h m; and drawing upen him, bad him ſtand, and de- 
Jiver his pittol, or he would run him through. 

Tarquin being ſurpriſed at the boldneſs of this fellow to de- 
mand his piſtol, as if he poſitively knew him to'be the mur- 
gecrer, (for ſo he thought himſelf, ſince he believed Alcidiana 

dead) had ſo much p:eſenrce of mind as 10 conſider, if he ſuffer'd 
himſelf to be raken, he ſhould die a publick death; and there- 
fore refoly'd upon one miſchief more, to ſecure himſelf Tom 

INg8 


| Ing taken, he grew fainter and ſuffered himſelf to yield to his 


had defended himſelf, how many he had wounded before he 


( 3I ) : 
the firſt: and in the moment that the German bad him deliver 
his piſts}, he cried, Though I have no piſtol to deliver, I hive 
a ſword ro chaſtiſe thy inſulence. And throwing off his cloak, 
and flingi: g his piſtol from him, he drew, and wounded, and 
diſarmed he fell:w. : 

This noiſe of ſwords bronght every body to the place : and 
immediately the bruit rar, The murderer was taken: tho* 


None knew which was he, nor as yet ſo much as the cauſe of 


the quarrel between the two fighting men; for it was now 
darker than before. But at the noiſe of the murderer being 
taken, the lover of Alcidiana, who by this time found his lady 
unhurt, all but tke trains of her gown and petticoat, came 
running to the place, juſt as Tarquin had diſarm'd the Ger- 
man, and was ready to kill tim, when laying hold of his arm, 
they arreſted the ſtroke, and redeemed the footman. 

They then demanded who this ſtranger was, at whoſe mercy 
the fellow lay ; but the prince, who found himfelf venturing 
for his laſt ſtake, made no reply; but with two ſwords in his 
hands weat to fight his way thro? the rabble; and the? there 
were above a hundred perſons, fome with ſwords, others with 
long whips, (as coachmen) ſo invincible was the courage of 
this poor unfortunate gentleman at that time, that all theſe 
were not able to ſfieze him; but he made his way through the 
ring that encompaſſed 'him, and got away; but was, however, 
ſo cloſely purſued, the company ſtill gathecing as they ran, 
that toiled with fighting, oppreſſed with guilt, and fear of be- 


purſuers, who ſoon found him to be prince 'Tarquin in dif- 
guiſe : and they carry'd him direQly to prifon, being Sunday, 
to wait the coming day, to go before a magiſtrate. 

In an hour's time the whole fatal adventure was carried all 
over the ciiy, and every one knew that 'Farquin was the in- 
tended muiderer of Alcidiana; and not one but had a real 
ſorrow and compaſſion for him. They heard how bravely he 


could be taken, and what numbers he had fought through : 
and even'thoſe that ſaw his valour and bravery, and who had 
aſſiſted at his being ſeiz'd, now repented from the bottom of 
their hearts their having any hand in the cuin of fo gallant a 
man ; eſpecially fince they knew the lady was not hurt. A 
thouſand addreſſes were made to her, not to proſecute him ; 
but her lover, a hot-headed fellow; more fierce than brave, 


_ would by no means be pacified, but vowed to purſue htm to 


the ſcaffold. 
The 
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The Monday came, and the prince being examined, con- 
feſſed the matter of fat, ſince there was. no harm done ; be- 
heving a generous confeffiori the beſt of his game : but he was 
fent back to cloſer impriſonment, loaded with irons, to expe& 
the next ſeſſions. All his houſhold goods were feized, and all 
they could find, for the ufe of Alcidiana. And the princeſs 
all in rage, tearing her hair, was carried to the ſame prion, 
to dehold the c:uel effets of her heiliſh deſigns. 

One need not tel] here how fad and horrid this meeting ap- 

pear'd berween her lord and her ; let it ſuffice, it wis the moſt 

melancholly and mortifying obje& that ever eyes beheld. On 

Miranda's part, *twas ſometimes all rage and fire, and ſome- 
tHmes all tears and groans ; but ſti} was fad love, and mourn- 
ful tenderneſs on his. "Nor could all his ſufferings, and the 
proſpect of death itſelf, drive from his ſoul one ſpark of that 
fire the obltinate god had fatally kindled there : and 1a the 
midſt of all his ſighs, he would recall himſelf, and cry, —I 
have Miranda ſtill, He was continually viſiied by his triends 

and acquaintance ; and this laſt ation of bravery had got 
him more than all his former condu& had loft. 

— The fathers were perpetually with him; and all join*d with 

one common voice in this, that he ought to abandona wuman 
ſo wicked as the princeſs; and that however fate dealt with 
him, be could not ſhew himſelf a true penitent, while he laid 
the author of ſo much evil in his boſom ; that heaven would 
never bleſs him, till he had renounced her: and on ſuch con- 
Girigp: he would find thoſe that would employ their utmolt in- 
tereit to ſave his life, who elſe would not ſtir in this affair, But 
he was ſo deaf to all, that he could not {ſo much as diflemble 
a repentance for having married her. 

He tay a long time in priſon, and all that time the poor 
fatter Franciſco remained there alſo : and the good fathers 
who daily viſited theſe two amorous priſoners, the prince and 
princeſs, and who found, by the management of matters, it 
would go very hard with Tarquin, enteriained them often 
with holy matters relating to the life ro come ; from which, 


before his trial, he gather'd what his ſtars had appointed, and 


that he was detii:*d to die, 


This gave «n unſpeakable torment to the now repenting 
beauty, who had reduced him to it ; and ſhe began to appear 
with a more folid grief: which being perceived by the good 
farhers, they reſolved to attack her on the yielding fide ; and 
xficr ſome <difcour'e npon rhe (ud ment for fin, they came to 
reflect on the buli;:»'s of father F-ancitco ; and told her, fhe 
had never thriven iuce lier acculing of that father, and lais it 

very 
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very home to her conſcience; aſſuring her-that they would do 
their utmoſt in her ſecvice, if ſhe would confeſs that ſecret fin 
to all the world; ſo that ſhe might atone for the crime, by 
the ſaving that good man. At hrit ſhe ſeemed inclined: to 
yield but ſhame of being her own deteQor, in ſo vile a matter, 
recalle1 her goodneſs, and ſhe Wl perſiſted in it, 

At the end of ſix months, prince Tarquin was cslled to his 
trial, and being found guilty of the intent of killing Alcidiana, 
was condemn'd to loſe his head, in the market-place, and the 


'._ princeſs to be baniſhed her country. 


After ſentence pronounced, to the real grief of all the ſpec- 
tators, he was carried back to priſon ; and now the fathers 
attack her anew; and ſhe, whoſe griefs daily encreafed, at 


* laſt confefſed all her life, the lewdaeſs of her praRices with 


ſeveral princes and great men, beſides her luſts with peopte. 
that ſerved her : and laſtly the whole truth of the young friarz 
and how ſhe had drawn the page, and the prince her huſband, 
to the defign'd murder of her lifter, This being ſhevrn to the 
magiſtrates, the young friar was deliver'd from his irons 
(where he had languiſhed more than two whole years) in great | 
triumph, and much honour. ; 
After the condemnation of theſe two unfortunate perſons, 
they languiſhed almoſt ſix months longer in priſon : ſo great 
an intereſt there was made, in order to the ſaving his life, 
by all the men of the robe. Nay, father Franciſco, prince 
Henorick, ſa.intereſted himſelf in this concern, that he wrote 
to his father, and ſeveral princes of Germany, with whom the 
marquis Caſtel Roderigo was we'l acquainted, to intercede 
with him for the ſaving of Targuin ; fince *twas more :y his 
. perſuaſions, tnan thoſe of all who attacked her, that made 
Miranda confeſs the truth of her afFair with him. But all 
applications were fruitleſs, and the prince receiv'd news, that 
in two days he was to die, as his ſentence had been pronounc'ds. 
The morning of his execution being come, many perſons 
of . the ficſt rank came to take their leave of him, none of 
whom departed with dry eyes, or bearcs unconcern'd for him to: 
the laſt degree. He was all ia mourning, and fo were all his 
followers ; for even to the laſt he kept up his grandeur to. 
the amazement of all people. _E 


The princeſs was alſo dreſs'd in mourning, and her two wo- 


| men; and notwithſtanding the unheard of. lewdneſs and vil-. 


lainies ſhe had confels'd of herſelf, the prince (till ador'd her; 
for the had ſtill thoſe charms that made him firſt do ſo.; nar, 
to his laſt moment, could he be brought to wiſh, that he had 
never ſeen her; but on the contrary, as a man yet vainly 


E proud 


(34) 
proud of his fetters, he ſaid, © All the fatisfa&Rion this ſhort 
moment of life could afford him, was, that he died in endeg- 
vour-:3g to ſerve Miranda, his ado: able princeſs.” 

Ar iaſt the bell told, and he was to rake leave of the prin- 
ceſ:, as his laſt work of life, and the moſt hard he had to ac- 
compliſh. He threw himſelt at her feet, and gazing on her 
as ſhe ſat more dead than alive, overwhelm'd with ſilent grief, 
they boih remain'd ſome moments ſpeechleſs; and then, as if 
one rifing tide of tears had ſupply*d both their eyes, it burft 
out in ſtreams at the ſame inſtant : and when his ſighs gave 
way, he utter'd a thouſand farewels, ſo ſcft, ſo paſſionate, 
and ſo moving, that all who were by were extremely touch'd 


with it, and ſaid, * That nothing could be ſeen more deplo- - 


rabie and melancholly. And heaven knows when they would 
have parted, had not the officers aſſur'd him 'twas time to 
moyrt the ſcaffold, At which words the princeſs fainted in 
the arms of her woman, and they led 'Tarquin out of priſon, 

He walked on foot, to the markei-place, follow'd by his 
domefſticks. and ſome bearing a black velvet coffir: with filver 
hinges: the head's man before him with the fatal (cimiter 
drawn, his confefſor by his fide, and many gentlemen and 
churchmen, with father Franciſco attending him, the people 
ſhow'ring millions of bleſſings on him, and beholding him 
with weeping eyes, mount the ſcaffo!d ; which: was ſtrewed 
with ſome ſaw-duſt, about the place where he was to kneel, 
to receive the blow : for they behead people kneeling, and 
with the back ſtroke of a ſcimiter z and not lying on a block, 
and with an axe, as we in England, 

The ſum of what he faid to his friends on the ſcaffold was, 
\ to be kind, and teke care of the poor peniteni his wife : to 

others recommending. his honeſt ſervants, whoſe fidelity was 
fo well known and commended, that they were ſoon promiſed 
preferment. He was ſome time in prayer, and a very ſhort 


time in ſpeaking to his conteſſor; then he turned to the 


head's-man, and defired him to do his office well, and gave 
him twenty Louis d*Ors/ and undreffing himſelf with the 
help of his valet and page, he pulPd off his coat, and had un- 
derneath a white fattin waiſtcoat ; he took off his perriwig, 
and put on a white fattin cap, with a hojland one done with 
point under It, which he pulled over his eyes; then took a 
chearfn} leave of all, and knee}'d down and ſaid, + When he 
lifted up his hands the third time, the head's-man ſheuld do 


hes office.” Which accordingly was done, and the Prince fell. 


on the ſcaffold, 


Tho 


*--) 
The head's-man going to take up the head, as the manner 
is, to ſhew it to the people, he found he had not ſtruck it off, 
and that the body ſtirr'd ; with that he ſtepp'd to an engine, 
which they always carry with them, to force thoſe who may 
be refraory ; thinking, as he ſaid, to have twiited the head 
from the ſhoulders, conceiving it to hang but by a ſmall mat- 
ker of fleſh. 'Tho' *twas an odd ſhift of the fellows, yet 'twas 
done, and the beſt ſhift he could ſuddenly propoſe. The mar- 
grave, and avother officer, were on the ſcaffold, with ſome of 
the prince's friends, and ſervants; who feeling the head's.man 
pu: the engine about the neck of the prince, began to call out, 
and the people made a great noiſe. The prince, who found 
himſelf y«t alive, had ſome ſenſe of feeling left, when the head's. 
man took him up and ſ-t bis back apainſt the rail, and clapp'd ' 
the engine about his neck, got his two thumbs between the 
rope and his neck, feeling himſelf .preſs'd there ; and ſtrug- 
pling between life and death, and bending himſelf over the rail 
backward, while the head's-man pulled forward, he threw 
himſelf over the rail, by chance and not defign, and fell upon 
the heads and ſhoulders of the people, who were crying out 
with amazing ſhouts of joy. "The head's-man leap'd after 
him, but the rabble had like to have pulled him to pieces : 
all was in an uproar, but none knew what the matter was, 
but thoſe who bore the body of the prince, whom they found. 
yet living ; but how, or by what ſtrange miracle preſerv'd 
they knew not, nor did examine; but bore the prince 'on 
their heads about a hundred yards from the ſcaffold, where 
there is a monaſtery of Jeſuits, and there they ſecur'd him. - 

The officers of juſtice went to demand the priſoner, but they 
demanded in vain ; the jeſuits had now a right to prote& him 
and would do fo. They found that the head's man had-ſtruck 
him too low, and had had given him a terrible wound 1n the 
ſhouider-bone : but fo great care was taken on all ſides, that 
they found an amendment, and hopes of a good effe of their 
incomparable goodneſs and charity, | 

When he was permitted to ſpeak, the firſt news he aſk'd 
was after the princeſs. And his friends were very much af- 
fiifted to find, that all his loſs of blood had not quenched that 
flame, nor let out that which made him ſtill love that bad 
woman, He was ſollicited daily to think no more of her; and 
 afſſur'd of their afliſtance if he abandon'd her ; and to deliver 
bim up, if he did not ; they wrought ſo far with him, as to 
promiſe he would ſuffer her to go alone into banuhment, . and 
would not follow her, or live with her any more. X 
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But alas! this was but his gratitude that compell'd this com- 
plaiſance, for in his heart he refolv'd never to abandon her; 
nor was he able to live, or think of doing it: however, his 
reaſon aflur'd him, he could not do a deed more juſtifiable, 
and one that would regain his fame ſooner. 

After this, Alcidiana, who was extremely afflited for ha- 
ving been the proſecutor of this great man; who, *ting this 
laſt deſign againſt her, which ſhe knew was at the .nſtigation 
of her ſiiter, had obliged her with all the civility imaginable ; 
now ſought all means poflibie of getting bis pardon, and that of 
her fiſter ; tho? of an hundred thouſand crowns, which ſhe 
ſhould have paid her, ſhe could get but ten thouſand ; which 
was from the ſale of her rich beds, and other furniture, So 
that the young count, who before ſhould have mairry'd her, 
now went off for want of fortune; and a young merchant 
(perhaps the beſt of the two) was the man who marry'd her. 

At laſt, by great intercefſion, both theic pardons were ob- 
tain'd ; and the prince, who would-be no more ſeen in a place 
that had prov'd every way fo fatal to him, left Flanders, pro- 
miſing never to live with the faic hypocrite more ; but eer he 
departed, he wrote her a letter, wherein he order'd her, in a 
little rime to follow him into Holland; and left a bill of ex- 
change with one of his truſty ſervants, whom-he had left to 
wait upon her, for money for her accommodation ; ſo that ſhe 
was now reduc'd io one woman, one page, and this gentle- 


man. The prince, in rhis time of his. impriſonmenr,. had 


ſeveral bilis from his father, who was very rich, and this all 


the children he had in the world, and whom he tenderly lov'd.- 


As foon as Miranda got into Holland, fhe was. welcom'd 
with all imaginable reſpe& and'endearment by the old father ; 
who was impog'd upon ſo, as that he knew not ſhe was the 
fatal occaſion of all theſe diſaſters to his ſon ; but rather look'd 
upon her as a woman, who had brought him an hundred 
and fiity thouſand crowns, which his misfortunes had conſum'd. 


But, above all, ſhe was recziv'd by Tarquio with unſpeakable 


joy ;\ who, after ſome time, to redeem his credit, he put himſelf 
into the French'army, where he did wonders; and after three 
campaigns, his 'ather dying, he return'd home, and retir'd to a 
country houſe; where, with his princeſs, he liv'd as a private 
gentleman. Miranda has been very penitent for her life paſt, 
and pives heaven the glory for having given her theſe aftliaions 
that bave reclaim'd her, and brought her to as perfe& a itatre 
_ ef,bappiudls, as this world can afford, 
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